
Friday 20th March, 2020 

Message from our Campus Principal   

KEY DATES 

College Principal  
Anthony Rodaughan 

Campus Principal 
Michelle Reid—Metcalf 

School Hours: 8:25am - 2:50pm  
Students are supervised from 8:10am - 3:00pm 

Morwell Campus 

PH: (03) 5165 0600 
PO Box 3411 
MORWELL Business Centre, 3841 

EMAIL: kurnai.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Michelle Reid 
Campus Principal 

FRI 27 Mar TELEPHONE PARENT TEACHER CONVERSATIONS 

NO SCHEDULED CLASSES 

FRI 27 Mar END TERM 1 

TUE 14 Apr TERM 2 COMENCES 

PARENT TEACHER CONVERSATIONS 

Please be advised that due to changes announced yesterday by the Federal Government all non

-essential indoor gatherings of more than 100 people are to be cancelled. This will include 

Parent Teacher conversations that were due to be held on Thursday the 26th and Friday the 

27th of March. 

While in person conversations will not take place our teachers will attempt to make contact with 

families by phone. This will begin before the end of term and if needed continue from early term 

2. Please note that calls are likely to appear from a blocked number. Bookings on Compass will 

remain open which will now be used to determine which families would like contact to be made. 

If you have not received contact from a specific teacher please feel free to email the school after 

Friday 17th April at kurnai.co@edumail.vic.gov.au including your student’s name, class subject or 

teacher name and we will follow up with the relevant staff member.  

Please continue to check Compass, Facebook and our Web-page for updates as they become 

available. If you need assistance with your Compass login please contact your campus general 

office as soon as possible.  

Students will not be required at school on Friday 27th March. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 

We currently have a service organisation providing some breakfast food on Fridays.  They 

typically have pancakes, toast, and sometimes egg sandwiches, etc. 

Kurnai College has recently signed up to the State Government’s Breakfast Program initiative 

and will begin offering a different range of breakfast foods such as fruit, milk and cereal. 

If any parents/carers are interested in volunteering to assist with this program, or have friends 
or family who are interested, please contact me at school.  A valid Working With Children 
(Volunteer) card will be necessary, however the College will be happy to support volunteers with 
this if needed. 

AWARENESS DAY 

As many in the Learning Community know, each year we have an extensive transition program 
for students coming up from primary schools. 

At this stage we have tentative plans to run the first event – Awareness Day – on April 24th.  Due 
to the increased number of students in the school at that time, other Year Levels are released 
from school that day. 

Again, this is only tentative, but Years 7, 8 and 9 students are likely to be excused for the day.  
Year 10 students who are not on Work Experience will attend their classes as normal. 

Please stay tuned for updates – as you will imagine, making future plans is difficult. 

CORONA VIRUS UPDATE 

Our latest advice is that schools are unlikely to close, however, as I’m sure you have noticed, 

advice is changing daily as more information comes to light. 

Please keep an eye on the Compass news feed, Kurnai College’s Facebook page, and website 

where updates about our school are posted regularly. 

As you have probably heard, if the school does close for longer than 24 hours, teachers and 
support staff will be available on line and by phone to provide a program.  Please note that 
students who choose to self-isolate without due medical cause cannot be supplied with work 
other than what teachers are already putting on Compass on a day to day basis. 

2020 COLLEGE COUNCIL ELECTIONS NOMINATIONS 

Congratulations to Alison Walker, Sherrie Boucher and Bosede Adetifa on their successful 

election to the College Council. We hope your time as councillor will be enjoyable and 

productive.  

Congratulations to Riley Day on being the successful student representative, along with 

Charlotte Bourke as student advisor.  We look forward to their valuable input. 

We are also delighted to be able to announce that Glen Stephenson from the Churchill Campus 

and Nickolas King from the LV FLO have been declared DET Representatives. 

A big thank you to all elected councillors for being prepared to take on this important role. 

    

Message from our Principal continues…….. 
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Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

COVID-19 UPDATE: In the case of a school closure 

Our school community may face changes in regard to education over the coming weeks. This 
may include the closure of schools in response to the spread of the COVID-19 virus. If this 
occurs there are a number of things you can do to help your student continue their learning 
and maintain connection beyond our usual school setting. 

 Familiarise yourself with things you can do to support your student at home. Kurnai will be 
supporting your student through this time. Online work will be provided through Compass. 
Teachers are looking at ways to communicate with groups of students through Teams and 
teachers will be recommending apps that students can access that will assist with their 
learning. Teachers can be contacted by email, SMS and phone. Encourage your student to 
keep in contact with their teachers. 

 Communicate with your student’s teachers if you have any questions regarding their 
learning program. If your student is experiencing difficulties and may not be sharing this 
with their teacher please contact the teacher about this. 

 Find a space in your home where your student can be comfortable and work without 
distractions.  

 Familiarise yourself with your student’s learning program, so you can get a sense of how 
much they should be doing each day for each subject. Help your student prepare a 
timetable so that they can keep to a routine.  This will probably mirror their actual 
timetable. 

 Make sure your students has breaks during the day. This will help keep them active and 
reduce boredom.  

Key Contacts 

Marina Cooper 

Koorie Student Support 

cooper.marina.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Morwell Campus 

Sheryl Tangi 

Year 10 Leader 

tangi.sheryl.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Dan Swallow 

Year 7 & 8 Leader (Junior Sub-school Principal)  

swallow.daniel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Kellie Asmussen 

Year 9 Leader 

asmussen.kellie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Megan Schwarzenberg 

Advocate 

schwarzenberg.megan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Mark Johnston 

Advocate 

johnston.mark.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Emma Hudson 

Advocate 

hudson.emma.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Colleen Swift 

Advocate 

swift.colleen.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Cathryn Johnson 

Student Welfare 

johnson.cathryn.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Michelle Reid-Metcalf 

Campus Principal 

reidmetcalf.michelle.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Year 7 & 8 News   

Daniel Swallow 

Assistant Principal - Junior Subschool 

swallow.daniel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Ben Kimpton 

Year 7 /8 Assistant Team Leader 

kimpton.ben.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Ross Johnson 

Year 7/8 Assistant Team Leader 

johnson.ross.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

YEAR 7 CAMP 

Our Year 7 camp continues to be planned to go ahead at this 
stage given that it doesn’t occur until towards the end of next 
term.  We have contacted all parents for students who are not yet 
down to go via SMS and are starting to phone home.  It is really 
important that students participate in this activity.  Camp 
Coolamatong works really well with us and we ask for you to 
please work with us to overcome any barriers to your child 
attending so that they can get the full benefit of the curriculum 
and opportunities that we offer to them in Year 7. 

The students were certainly very excited about camp and the 
activities in store when I spoke with them all earlier in the week. 

FEELING SAFE AT SCHOOL 

We have been talking with the students about the right to feel safe 
at school and the need for everybody to respect the safety of 
others. This has been an area that we have been particularly 
impressed with this year.  Like all schools, from time to time issues 
arise and we work actively with families and students to resolve 
them. If you ever feel like your child is experiencing issues at 
school, encourage them to communicate with us and follow up 
with us yourself to make sure they have. One area that students 
often don’t think about is how inappropriate jokes and rough play 
can make people feel unsafe even though they don’t intend to. 

Common Assessment Tasks (CAT) Weeks 

I am exceptionally proud of the way our students have managed during our last two weeks of 
assessments (CAT – Common Assessment Task). This is a hard time for students that occurs at 
the end of every term. It is not two weeks of tests, but the students do feel that they are under 
pressure to demonstrate their learning. Next week we will begin feedback on achievement and 
additional learning to fill the ‘gaps’ demonstrated by the assessments before starting the next 
unit of work. 

    

YEAR 7 DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday 9 - Friday 12 June 
Camp Coolamatong 

We request that families continue to follow the payment plan. We 
will keep families advised of any changes to this and will be offer-
ing a refund should the trip be cancelled. 

KEY DATES: 

ASAP     Deposit    $50  & permission form due  

26 March 2020  Second instalment  $115  Due 

30 April 2020  Third instalment   $115  Due 

25 May 2020  Final instalment   $50  Due 

NB: Camps, Sports and Excursion fund money cannot be used for 
the deposit but may be used for the other payments for camp. 
Centrepay payments (minimum of $30 a fortnight) can be ar-
ranged to cover the cost of the camp. 
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Year 9 News  

Kellie Asmussen 

Year 9  Team Leader 

asmussen.kellie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PARENT TEACHER CONVERSATION 

Please be aware that  these conversations will not be going ahead.   
While in person conversations will not take place our teachers will 
attempt to make contact with families by phone. This will begin 
before the end of term and if needed continue from early term 2. 
Please note that calls are likely to appear as a blocked number.  

ATTENDANCE 

We continue to focus on the importance of attending absolutely every day as well as how 
important this is to developing successful learners in the future.  

Remember: 
1 day a fortnight missed = 20 days a year = 4 weeks a year = Over 1.5 years of missed learning (P-12) 
1 day a week missed = 40 days a year = 8 weeks a year = Over 2.5 years of missed learning (P-12) 
2 days a week missed = 80 days a year = 16 weeks a year = Over 5 years of missed learning (P-12) 
3 days a week = 120 days a year = 24 weeks a year = Nearly 8 years of missed learning (P-12) 

YEAR 9 DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday 12th - Friday 16th October 
Year 9 Melbourne Camp 

    

LEARNING BEHAVIOUR REPORTS 

Just a reminder that the Learning Behaviour updates will be 
released shortly. Parent teacher conversations are a good time to 
deal with any questions you may have about how 
your child is going. If any student is not achieving 
above a 2.5 this term, they will need to attend a 
meeting to discuss their progress and how they can 
be supported to achieve more positive results in the 
next update.  

ABSENCES 

Please call the 24-

hour attendance 

line if your child is 

absent from school. 

CAMP 

Camp has been locked in for term 4! This is the year 
students get to test out their walking shoes and 
budgeting expertise as they navigate around the big 
smoke of Melbourne! While the costs of this camp is 
generally kept down, it is an expectation that 
students have money to spend over the five days. 
So, dust off the working tools and think up some 
chores because students are very good at spending 
money on this trip and they have a new bargain 
shopping outlet to explore each day.   

AROUND THE GROUNDS 

Loving the work the year 9s have achieved in Art 
this semester – it’s really making my office look 
great! 
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Year 10 News  

Sheryl Tangi 

Year 10 Team Leader 

tangi.sheryl.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Congratulations to the Year 10 students who have achieved a GPA 
result of above 3.0 for the March reports out on Friday afternoon. 
Please check Compass for your child’s results. The end of term is 
fast approaching, so I would like to wish all Year 10 students and 
staff a great two week break. Stay safe and have a good rest.  

TASMANIA CAMP (7 – 11 September 2020) 

Excursion forms have been handed out to all students, the cost  
of the camp is $885.00 with the first payment of $300 due by   
Monday 23rd March. Signed forms together with the DEPOSIT 
must be returned to the front office before or by the due date to 
secure a place.  Numbers are limited to 50 students across both 
the Churchill and Morwell campuses so getting your signed forms 
in WITH the deposit is important in securing your child’s place. 

The trip includes travelling over by plane and coming back on the 
Spirit of Tasmania. Students will have the opportunity to visit the 
world-heritage listed historic site of Port Arthur.    

TEAM MEMBERS 

This year the Year 10 team members are: Sheryl Tangi (Team 
Leader Maths / Science), Froso Pizzi (Maths and Tr@k), Emma 
Hudson (English, Tr@k, Media Studies and an Advocate), Megan 
Schwarzenberg (Food Tech and Textiles and an Advocate), Angela 
Thomas (Art and Photography) and Michelle Reid-Metcalf (Maths).  

WORK EXPERIENCE 

TERM 2: Monday 20th April to Friday 1st May 

All Year 10 students will be attending two weeks of work 

experience week 2 and week 3 of Term 2, April 20th – May 1st.  

Some students will be re-arranging a placement or two during their 

team-time classes in the next two weeks due to some placements 

being cancelled recently because of the coronavirus situation. 

Please contact Sheryl Tangi if you have any issues. 

MATHS GROUPS 

All of the students have been working on their CATs in Maths and 
other subjects. Students will soon attempt the next pre-screener 
to determine their new groups in Maths for the topic of Probability 
and Statistics.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding Year 10 students please don’t hesitate to e-mail us or phone on 51650600. 

THE YEAR 10 TEAM 

Emma 
Hudson 

Froso  
Pizzi 

Angela 
Thomas 

Megan 
Schwarzenberg 

Michelle  
Reid-Metcalf 
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DEFENCE FORCE TALK 

All Year 10 students attended a one hour talk by the Defence Force representatives recently. 
The students learnt about how to apply for the Defence Forces and what career opportunities 
exist as part of this pathway.    

ATTENDANCE 

This year we will be trying to increase student attendance rates especially at Year 10. We would 
really appreciate a phone call to the 24-hour attendance line if your child is absent from school. 
This helps our attendance officer track students and improve our % attendance for each 
student.  
The attendance line is 5132 3711. 

PBS 

Students can now receive a cut out on their ticket for 
showing consistent positive behaviours re the school 
matrix by their teacher. These tickets once filled in 
(all 20 cut outs) can cash the ticket in for $2 at the 
Canteen etc. Students are also receiving postcards 
for displaying consistent behaviours for the four 
school pillars of Excellence, Relationships, Work Ethic 
and Engagement. This year we will be rewarding 
students with great attendance to school. 

REMINDERS 

Students will require a device (please 
contact us if you need some support). 

Students need to be in complete 
school uniform (please contact us if you 
need some support).  

NO MOBILES during school hours 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding Year 10 students please don’t hesitate to e-mail us or phone on 51650600. 

YEAR 10 DATES TO REMEMBER 

Mon 20th April - Fri 1st May  
Work Experience 

Mon 7th - Fri 11th September 
Tasmania Camp 

Students need to be at school by 
8:35am.  

Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 
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Calendar of Excursions / Camps 

Year 7  

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

TUE 9  - FRI 12 Jun Camp Coolamatong $330 Form Due 

 ASAP 

Year 9 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

FRI 20 - SUN 22 Mar HPV Wonthaggi - EVENT CANCELLED $70 17/03/2020 

 

Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

Year 10 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

MON 7 - FRI 11 Sep Tasmania Camp $885 Form Due 

Due to COVID-19 all upcoming excursions and camps occurring before mid-
Term 2 have been postponed for the foreseeable future and will be rescheduled 
at a later date.  

Any payments made for excursions will sit on the family's account as a credit for 
future events.  
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Music Program Expressions of Interests 

The Music Program caters for students with mixed 
abilities and interests, whilst providing numerous 
learning and performance opportunities. Tuition is 
available for a broad range of instruments, covering 
all popular woodwind, brass, percussion and 
stringed instruments. 

Students enrolled in the Music Program perform at a 
variety of events including Kurnai’s Got Talent, 
College Soirees and concerts, the “On the Road 
Again” Primary Schools tour as well as numerous 
community events. 

If you would like to find out more please print, fill out 
and submit an expression of interest form or contact 
Mr Chris Gretton, College Music Coordinator on 
51323700.  
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WEBSITE https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education  

We are pleased to introduce you to our online service for families called “Compass”.  

Compass provides the school community with a range of facilities which will streamline communication 

and provide enhanced access to information.  

You can access Compass on any internet device, such as a computer, laptop, iPhone and Android Phone. 

Parents will play an important role in this initiative. Each family has a unique login for Compass and we 

ask that parents log in at least once a fortnight to access the newsletter and the news feed. All new 

families should have received a letter in the mail with their Compass log in details enclosed. If you have 

not received a letter or if you require any assistance with Compass please contact your campus office. 

When fully integrated parents will be able to use Compass to: 

 Email address and mobile number – update your details through the portal. 

The details listed will be used to send emails and SMS alerts. 

 News feed – the school will post news to parents to remind you about events 

and activities at the school. Your news feed will be customised, showing only the 

information relevant to you and your children. 

 Attendance – view your child’s attendance online, approve absences, and 

indicate future absence. 

 Reports – view your child’s current and past progress and semester reports as 

an electronic PDF file.  

 Newsletter – the newsletter will be published on Compass and parents will be 

able to login to view it each fortnight. 

 Teacher email – parents will be able to email their child’s teachers directly. 

 Excursions – approve your child’s participation in excursions and other special 

events.  

HOW TO ACCESS COMPASS 

1. Download the mobile app 

onto your phone, or search 
https://kurnaicollege-

vic.compass.education in your 

web browser. 

2. Use your unique log-in 

details that you have 

received in the mail to log-

in. (If you do not have these 

details, contact the general 

office).  

3. If it is your first time logging 

in, you will be asked to 

change your password. 

4. Proceed to dashboard to 

view your student/s profile. 

https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education/
https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education/
https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education/
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Attendance 

Hotline 

5132 3711 

 
 
 

Excellence 
 
 

‘We  do the best we  
can do’   

 
    

 
 
 

Relationships 
 
 

‘We  value and respect 
each other’   

 
    

Kurnai Pillars 

 
 
 

Work Ethic 
 
 

‘We are committed to 
working hard’   

 
    

 
 
 

Engagement 
 
 

‘We actively participate 
in our own learning’   

 
    

Annual Update Anaphylaxis and Asthma Management Plans 

Does your child have a current Asthma Action Plan or Anaphylaxis 

Management Plan?  

Whilst your child is attending school and suffers from these medical 

conditions, it is your responsibility each year to supply the school with 

updated medical information from your family doctor.  This 

information is retained by the school so that should a medical issue 

arise the correct medical treatment is administered. 

Please contact your family doctor to arrange an updated 

Management Plan as soon as possible.  Once you have the plan 

please ensure that the school is given this information as soon as 

possible. 

As the new year begins its important to keep in mind that attendance 

at school is compulsory for all students 17 years of age and under. 

Every student should be at school, in class learning from the 

experiences that are carefully provided for them.  

Of course there will be times when a student is sick and it is 

unavoidable to be absent. We fully understand that from time to time 

illnesses will impact on attendance. So will events outside the control 

of the student, for example close family bereavement. If these events 

do occur a parent should provide an explanation to the school 

though the Absence Hotline. 

All studies show that the more time is spent away from school and 

school work missed the more likely a student will begin to disengage 

and not perform to their capacity. This will affect future learning and 

ultimately employment prospects later on. 

All parents and guardians should strongly encourage their student to 

attend school every day. Setting out a regular morning routine will 

help to make getting to school easier for your student. Remember 

that IT’S NOT OKAY TO BE AWAY.   
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Whilst Kurnai College  is happy to include Community Announcements in our  newsletters - please understand Kurnai    
College is not involved in the organisations or the running of any  these community events.    

Cornavirus 

Symptoms 
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Whilst Kurnai College  is happy to include Community Announcements in our  newsletters - please understand Kurnai    
College is not involved in the organisations or the running of any  these community events.    

When shopping at Ritchies and using a community benefit card linked to Kurnai College, Ritchies will donate money back to us. 

These cards can be used at ANY Ritchies IGA store, supermarket or liquor throughout VIC, NSW and QLD by any of our staff, 

students and their families/grandparents.  

If you would like to support us and you don’t already have a CB card please collect one at the registers next time you shop at 

ANY Ritchies store to use every time you shop. All you do is nominate Kurnai College, It’s that easy!  

To date our school has received $10,969.24 in donations from Ritchies. 

Spread the word to shop at Ritchies and we’ll look forward to donating more money back to your school! 

Here is a list of our store locations in Victoria. The Ritchies Community Benefit Card or Key tag can be used at ANY of these supermarkets or liquor 

departments. 

Check our website: www.ritchies.com.au for phone numbers and addresses of the following stores or ring Head Office on (03) 9784 2000. 

Victoria  

Aspendale Gardens Camperdown East Bentleigh N/W  Amberley Park Timboon 

Bairnsdale Cobden Emerald Paynesville Sorrento 

Balnarring Cobram Hastings Ringwood North Towerhill Frankston 

Beach Street Frankston Churchill Maffra Rowville Wantirna 

Beechworth Cranbourne Mount Eliza Sale Wonthaggi 

Bright Diamond Creek Mount Waverley Seaford Yarra Glen 

Carrum Downs Dromana Narre Warren Somerville Yarrawonga 

Annual privacy reminder 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website 
https://www.kurnai.co/sites/default/files/policies/Schools%20Privacy%20Policy.pdf 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This 
information also available in nine community languages. 
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http://www.ritchies.com.au/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.kurnai.co/sites/default/files/policies/Schools%20Privacy%20Policy.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx

