
Date: 7 February 2014 

Newsletter 
Morwell Campus 

Key dates: 

Fri 14 Feb Year 8 Team Building Day 

Tue 18 Feb College Swim Sports 

Wed 19 Feb Morwell Campus Photos 

Tue 25 Feb—Fri 12 Dec Year 9 Salvation Army Op Shop 

Wed 26 Feb Year 10 Team Building Day 

Fri 7 Mar Year 7 Team Building Day 

Tue 25 Mar Year 9  “The Kitchen Sink” 

College Principal  

Anthony Rodaughan  

Campus Principal 

Michellle Reid-Metcalf 

 

Morwell Office  

Contact details:  

PH 5165 0600  

PO BOX 3411  

MORWELL BC 3841  
 

School hours: 8.25am - 2.50pm 

(Students are supervised from  

8.10am to 3.00pm) 

Office hours: 8.00am  - 4.00pm 
 

Attendance Hotline:   

PH 5165 0611 

Message from  
Campus Principal - Michelle 

To get the latest news join   

www.facebook.com/ 

kurnaicollege 

Welcome 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our many new families to the Kurnai  

Learning Community.  We have a large number of new families joining us for the first time 

with students in Year 7, as well as quite a large number moving into the area, or transferring 

from other schools.  I am looking forward to meeting Year 7 parents at the upcoming  

barbeque. . (Please refer to flyer that has been sent home.) 

We also welcome some new staff to Morwell Campus this year: 

¶ Corissa Rieschieck has transferred from the Precinct Campus; she teaches English and 

Humanities; 

¶ Jessica Qu has commenced teaching in the Science and Mathematics area; 

¶ Bernie McLeod has joined us as a new  Health and Physical Education teacher; Bernie 

worked at Morwell Campus briefly in 2013 to help out when another PE teacher be-

came ill; he now returns as a fully-fledged teacher. 

¶ Trey Jensen is a Student Teacher on teaching rounds all the way from Washington, 

USA.  Trey also works in Health and PE, and will stay with us for Term 1. 

http://www.facebook.com/kurnaicollege
http://www.facebook.com/kurnaicollege
http://www.facebook.com/kurnaicollege
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Message from  
Campus Principal - Michelle continued... 

I am sure many parent have seen the Highway Patrol Cars around the campus at the beginning and end of the day.  

Please ensure that you are adhering to the 40 km/h speed limit between 8:00-9:30am, and 2:30-4:00pm.  This is 

for the safety of all pedestrians and motorists at this busy time of day. 

Lions Youth Exchange Program 

This program gives young Australians aged 16–21 years the opportunity to travel overseas and stay with Lions 

families in Europe, North and South America, USA, Malaysia, New Zealand, Scandinavia and Japan. 

Please call in to see me or phone if you would like further information. 

We have had several cases of head lice reported across a number of year levels – please take the time to read the 

pamphlet included with this newsletter, and take the appropriate steps if you find head lice on your children.   

Headlice 

Bus Travellers 

Families with students travelling on contracted buses - Boolarra, Hazelwood North, Hazelwood South, Yinnar, 
Whitelaws Track and Jeeralang Bus - must travel regularly in order to secure their seat.  Buses that are at capacity 
will be reviewed and where necessary, students will be removed off bus roll and parents notified.   

If you have any concerns in relation to this matter please do not hesitate to contact your campus general office 
and speak to Leonie Mackie. 

t¦.[L/ .¦{ ¢w!±9[ 

Students who live in Morwell and attend the Precinct Campus and are in Year 11 or 12 are eligible for free trav-
el  and will  have been issued with an ID Card.  If you do not have your ID card please contact the Precinct General 
Office.   

Students who live in Morwell and attend Churchill Junior Campus are reminded that they are ƴƻǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ for free 
travel so therefore need to use their MYKI card.    

Students who live in Morwell and attend Morwell Campus must live more than 4.8km by the most direct route to 
be eligible for free travel.  All other students who travel on public buses must use a MYKI card. 

Students who live in Traralgon  are not eligible for free travel so you will need to use your MYKI card.      

Travellers who are not eligible for free travel  who do not have their MYKI card can be refused travel by the bus 
driver.   

If you have any concerns in relation to this matter please do not hesitate to contact your campus general office 
and speak to Leonie Mackie. 

For more information visit http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/management/
sbpeligibilityforfamilies.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/management/sbpeligibilityforfamilies.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/management/sbpeligibilityforfamilies.pdf
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Daniel Swallow 

Year 7 Team Leader 

swallow.daniel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 5165 0600 

Year 7 students have been settling in well despite the big adjustment from primary school.  It has been great to see 
them supporting each other with the ins and outs of Year 7 like finding classrooms, reading timetables and opening 
combination locks.  The Year 7 team has been astounded with the excellent work ethic of the cohort and their  
desire to do well in classes, as well as their polite and friendly manner.   

By now, families should have received an invitation to our ‘Meet and Greet’ in the mail.  Many of the Year 7  
teachers will be present and this is a great opportunity for you to meet them and hear how your child is settling 
in.  We encourage the students to show you their classrooms and their lockers and introduce you to their teachers, 
giving you the opportunity to share in their exciting and nerve-racking experiences from the first few days of 
secondary school.  There is no formal element to the evening so please feel free to bring your other children along 
and enjoy a free sausage and a chat.   

Notices have gone home for the College Swimming Sports.  Kurnai College does not accept permission forms 
returned after the due date.  Please ensure that your child returns theirs on time so that they can attend.  Year 7 
students will receive a permission form today for their Team Building Day at the Mirboo North Pool on March 
7th.  This has a small cost associated with it.  The Team Building Day is a really important day for the Year 7s to 
build relationships across the year level and outside the classroom, as well as with teachers.  It was very successful 
last year and we are looking forward to running it again this year. 

If you have any concerns or questions about Year 7, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school on  
рмср лслл or email me at swallow.daniel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au.   

5ŀƴ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿ 

¸ŜŀǊ т ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 

mailto:swallow.daniel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:swallow.daniel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Year 8 News 

Karen Anders  

Year 8 Team Leader 

anders.karen.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 5165 0600 

Welcome 

Newsletter Morwell Campus 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ¸ŜŀǊ уǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΗ 

We’ve had an excellent start to the year.  Students have arrived  
prepared and motivated to learn.  Well done to our new students who 
have all settled in quickly.  Many students have brought their own  
electronic devices to school and we are currently working on getting 
them all connected to the network.   

We’ve had a couple of challenging days with the hot weather.  Students 
are welcome to bring a water bottle to class and should do so,  
particularly on hot days.   

We are looking forward to a positive and engaging year. 

   

¸ŜŀǊ у ¢ŜŀƳ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ 

The permission forms and payment for the Year 8 Team Building Day 
are due back by 2pm on 12th February.  The day will be held at  
Gumbuya Park on Friday 14th February.  It will be an excellent  
opportunity for students to get to know new students and the staff on 
the Year 8 team.   

At Gumbuya Park, students will have the opportunity to see native 
wildlife and the historical displays, including the world’s largest private 
boomerang collection.  Unlimited amusement rides will be available 
from 11am and include toboggans, mini cars, twister carts, paddle 
boats, mini golf and water slides.  A BBQ lunch will be provided on the 
day. 

wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ 

Students also need to remember to return their Swimming Sports  
permission forms and organise their photo orders. 

 

YŀǊŜƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎ -¸ŜŀǊ у ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 

mailto:ander.karen.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Year 9 News 
 

 

 

 

 

Emma Hudson 

Year 9 Team Leader 

lhudson.emma.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 5165 0600 

Welcome back to a new year at Kurnai. Year 9s have made a positive 
start to the year. We have had several new students join us and they 
have settled in really well with the Kurnai family. It has been great to see 
our current students helping them find their way around school and  
supporting them as they come into their classes. 

Students are gradually getting set up with the BYOD system and we ask 

for your patience as we get passwords organised for all students. 

A reminder that we have NAPLAN this year and we would like all  

students to be reading regularly. A recommendation is for at least half an 

hour every night. Other tips include learning spellings for literacy and 

practice papers for maths which can be supplied by class teachers.  

Finally, if you wish to speak to any of the Year 9 team, please feel free to 

contact us. This year our team includes: 

Leanne Baxter 

Nikki Davies 

Mark Johnston 

Rishi Prasad 

Hamed Sabawi 

Kim Woods 

 

9ƳƳŀ IǳŘǎƻƴ - ̧ŜŀǊ ф ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 

Welcome 

mailto:lazaris.cleo.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Year 10 News 

Cleo Lazaris 

Year 10 Team Leader 

lazaris.cleo.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 5165 0600 

 

Welcome Back 
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College Computer Sale 

As part of Kurnai’ s commitment to ICT, every 4 years the classroom computers across the College are upgraded. 

A number of the desktop computers are available for purchase. 

.ǊŀƴŘΥ Lenovo 

tǊƻŎŜǎǎƻǊΥ AMD Athlon X2 Dual Core 4450B 2.30GHz 

aŜƳƻǊȅΥ 2GB  

IŀǊŘ 5ǊƛǾŜΥ 160GB (Some have 320, and very few have 500GB) 

DǊŀǇƘƛŎǎΥ NVidia 9300GE 256MB 

aƻƴƛǘƻǊΥ 20” Flat screen 

aƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ YŜȅōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

This represents the minimum specs.  Due to replacements and upgrades over the 4 years some computers may 
have higher specification than listed. 

Computers do not come with a warranty but the College will exchange (subject to availability) or refund within 
two weeks of purchase should any item prove to be faulty. 

The price has been set at $200 and can be purchased and picked up from the Morwell Campus office 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

 

Welcome back to Year 10!  This will be a very busy year for Year 10s. It 
has been great to see most students prepared for their classes in terms 
of equipment and readiness to learn.  
 
Swimming sports are coming up very quickly, and our team building day 
at the Mirboo North pool will be the following week. The team building 
day is a fun day for our Year 10s together with the Year 10 staff, where 
we begin to develop good relationships. Please remember to hand in 
permission forms as soon as possible in order for these activities to go 
ahead. We would love to see every student attend the team building 
day. 
 
Work Experience is in Term 2. Remember to have conversations about 
possible careers and think about places where students could do their 
work experience. The preparation for work experience will be  
undertaken in our Team Time classes.  It is vital students attend these 
classes and use the time provided to arrange their work experience 
placement. 
 
In their core subjects, students are currently learning: Financial maths, 
How to write expositions, Studying between the wars and Chemistry. 
 
I am looking forward to a successful year for our Year 10s. 

mailto:lazaris.cleo.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
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To ensure the smooth organisation and running of camps and excursions we request that permission forms 
and payments be returned to the school by the due date on the permission form. This enables the purchase 
of train tickets, food and venue tickets, etc, in a timely manner.  

Upcoming Excursions / Camps 

9ǾŜƴǘ 5ŀǘŜ !Ƴƻǳƴǘ 5ŀǘŜ 5ǳŜ 

Year 8 Team Building Day 

 

14/2/14 $40-00 .ŜŦƻǊŜ нǇƳ мнκнκмп 

College Swim Sports 18/2/14 $0 .ŜŦƻǊŜ нǇƳ мпκнκмп 

Year 9 Salvation Army Op 

Shop 

25/2/14 to 

12/12/14 

$0 .ŜŦƻǊŜ нǇƳ мнκнκмп 

Year 10 Team Building Day 26/2/14 $15 .ŜŦƻǊŜ нǇƳ нпκнκмп 

Year 7 Team Building Day 7/3/14 $12 .ŜŦƻǊŜ нǇƳ рκоκмп 

Year 9  “The Kitchen Sink” 25/3/14 $17 .ŜŦƻǊŜ нǇƳ нмκоκмп 

Morwell and Churchill Gym Hire Available 

The Morwell and Churchill Gymnasium currently has vacancies available for hire. 

Morwell has Thursday & Friday nights available. 

Liability Insurance proof of  cover is required and key deposit applies. 

Contact Leonie Mackie on 5165 0600 for more information. 

 



 

BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)  

As of 2014, students attending Kurnai College may make use of a variety of devices to access the 

College curriculum resources using WIFI. This includes iPads, tablets, Netbooks and laptops. This 

will provide a series of opportunities for students to learn more efficiently and effectively. The num-

ber of skills that are needed in an ever-changing world means that, as a school, we need to adapt 

and meet demands of society and implement a system that better reflects the way in which stu-

dents learn. For these reasons students need to have their own device that they can rely on to get 

their work done. 

Why are we going BYOD? 

With the cuts to the National Secondary School Computer Fund, the College can no longer provide 

netbooks to students. Students who received netbooks under the old program will continue to be 

supported until they complete school. All other students will need to supply their own device from 

2014. 

Recommendations 

The following table summarises the Minimum Specifications to consider when shopping for a lap-

top/tablet device for BYOD: 

 

 

*Please note that 10 inch devices or bigger are recommended, as smaller devices have less bene-

fit to students and can cause more problems than benefits. 
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Device 
Operating system compatibil-

ity 

 iPad iOS 4 or higher 

 Android 
Versions 4 (Ice-cream sand-

wich) and higher 

Macbook OS 10 or higher 

Microsoft Windows  Windows 7 or higher 

Chromebook Any 



Accessories recommended with tablets and laptops. 

 

Highly recommended devices 

With the huge number of devices on offer there are a few we recommend. Please note that de-

vices change very frequently. 

Tablet computers such as; 

Microsoft Surface RT and Pro tablets. 

Windows  8 tablets 

iPad 

Top branded Android tablets (ask in store or school). 

Any Laptop that has been made in the last 2 years will be effective regardless of their specifica-

tion, power etc. Battery life will need to be considered as laptops run out of power much faster 

than tablets. 

Must Haves 

Devices will need to have an up-to-date anti-virus protection program installed. If a device is 

considered to be a threat to the network then it may not be allowed access. 

Where to buy? 

Currently Kurnai students will be able to receive a discount from Harvey Norman Traralgon 

store only. Proof of enrolment is required. 

More devices can be readily found and purchased through most electronic stores or online. 

Parent involvement 

It is important that parents be involved in checking studentsô devices consistently to make sure 

they are maintained and up-to-date. Students will load games, music and video on the devices 

which can take a lot of power away from the machine and slow it down. 

Student Responsibilities 

Students need to ensure their device is fully charged before they come to school and maintain 

their devices in good working order. When at school the required safe and effective use of IT 

devices needs to be followed. 

For further information 

If you have any further questions please email your query to one of the emails below; 

Gowing.dean.d@edumail.vic.gov.au garth.joshua.p@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Device Name Recommended Accessories 

Android, iPad and other tablets Keyboard, good strong case 

Laptops Good strong case 

Page 9 
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!ŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
We want eligible Under 18 and Under 16 players to be part of our exciting rebuild to help make our junior football 
teams more competitive. 

This year the Morwell East juniors will be under the guidance of Rob Semmler (former premiership player) as U18 
coach, and current senior player, Mick O’Brien as U16 coach. They will be supported by Junior Development Offic-
ers, Grant Greenwood and Brad Gibson, who have both had a lot of success at senior level. 

Every registered player, who has a learner’s driving permit, will be entitled to half-price driving lessons. In addi-
tion to this, the club will also be giving away at least one free driving lesson per week. Players will also be entitled 
to half-price mouth guards and there will be plenty of other incentives throughout the year. 

So come on, ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ, bring your mates and make it great. 

Training starts Monday 10th February at 5pm and will continue every Monday and Wednesday at the same time. 
For any further enquiries phone: 

  

Rob Semmler (U18)  0438 418 397 

Mick O’Brien (U16)  0417 460 462 
Grant Greenwood  0412 341 525 


