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KEY DATES 

Oct 26 - Nov 18 Year 12 VCE Written Exams 

Oct 31 Student Free Day. StaϜ Professional Development 
Buses are running only in the morning 

Nov 1 Melbourne Cup Day. College Closed 
No Buses running 

Nov 17 - 23  Year 11 Exams 

Nov 22 Year 12 Graduation Dinner - Tickets on Sale now 

Nov 28 - Dec 9 Headstart 

Dec 12 College Awards Day Ceremony - Fed Uni Auditorium. 12noon - 

2.00pm 

  

Hello Everyone, 

Next week will be the last week of classes for Year 12 VCE students. On Wednesday, 26th October the ɲrst of the VCE exams 
begins. We wish all of those involved the best of luck, even though we all know that in this particular area you make your own 
luck.  

Most Year 12 VCAL and non-ATAR students have already ɲnished their year and have started to take the ɲrst steps into the 
next stage of their lives. Whether that is work, apprenticeship or further training we wish them well. 

ϥt has been a long process and all of the students who have reached this point deserve to be congratulated for their hard 
work and perseverance. We look forward to seeing you at the Graduation Dinner on 22nd November. Now stop reading this 
and get back to studying!  

 

GeoϜ and Nello   
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ϥnterschool Debate 

Six students represented Kurnai College in the interschool debate on October 7th, 2016. The debate was organised by      

Melinda Lieshout from Maurice Blackburn Solicitors and         

students competed admirably, coming second overall to St PaulɅs 

Anglican Grammar School.  

ϥn the prepared topic, Australia should abolish compulsory    

voting, debaters, ϥsis Turner, 

Michelle Hawkes and Will Morgan 

defeated FlinderɅs Christian College 

and received excellent feedback 

from the adjudicators.  

The secret topic, Higher Education 
should be free, was revealed to  
students, Josh Monaghan, Brandon 
Mehmet and Casey Braad on the 
day. They had 45 minutes to       
prepare and then compete. The 
students performed conɲdently and 
presented excellent arguments. 

Josh Monaghan won best speaker of the day.  

Year 12 Graduation Dinner 
Graduation tickets are now available from the General Oʛce 

Students may purchase one, (1), ticket for themselves plus may purchase two, (2),    

additional tickets. 

Venue: Permiere Function Centre, Grey Street Traralgon at 7.00p.m. 

Dress: Semi Formal - Tickets $50 - 2 Course Meal - Drinks - DJ - No Alcohol Permitted. 

 

 

Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 



UNϥVERSϥTY CAMPUS  -  PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS      

Careers News  

 
 
This is the last newsletter for 2016. Best wishes to those of you who move into other forms of education in 2017, be it           
University, VET, an  apprenticeship or traineeship, or into employment.  
YEAR 12 AND VTAC ɀ  

¶ Late course applications can still be made, but now cost $100 (till 4 Nov). After that applications cost $130 (till 2 Dec). The 
payment deadline for most applicants is 19 December. 

¶ Course preference changes can be made till 12 noon 20 December, except for the period 8 ɀ 21 November; they can 
also be made between OϜer Rounds in January and February 

¶ The ɲrst OϜer Round of courses will be on 18 January, the second on 7 February. There will be three later rounds of 
oϜers as well 

¶ You are advised to accept your ɲrst oϜer of a tertiary place. Most applicants will only receive one oϜer. Accepting an oϜer 
does not stop you from receiving a later oϜer for a course higher in your preference list.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder 
¶ YEAR 12 VϥCTORϥAN TERTϥARY ADMϥSSϥONS CENTRE (VTAC) - timely applications closed on 29 September; applications 

can still be made, but now cost $100. 

Where can ϥ get Assistance during ɄChange of PreferenceɅ Week? The week after you   
receive your ATAR is   generally known as Change of Preference (COP) week (Mon 12 ɀ noon on Tues 20 December). During 
this time tertiary institutions run  information sessions, COP Expos, oϜer phone assistance, and will help you in any way they 
can. You can also obtain assistance at school. These institutions are oϜering the following (check online for more details)   
 

¶ Australian Catholic University ɀ Hotline: 1300 ASK ACU (1300 275 228); COP event on Tuesday 13th December. 

¶ Box Hill ϥnstitute ɀ Hotline: 1300 BOX HϥLL (1300 269 445); 5-7pm, COP Night 14 December (all Campuses) 

¶ Charles Sturt University ɀ Hotline: 1800 334 733 

¶ Chisholm ɀ Hotline: 1300 244 746 

¶ Deakin University ɀ Hotline: 1300 DEGREE (1300 334 733); Chat online with staϜ and ask questions: http://
choose.deakin.edu.au/; ϥnformation Evenings: 4-7pm, 15 December, Level 2, Building BC, Burwood Campus; 4-7pm, 
16 December 1 Gheringhap St, Geelong Waterfront Campus; Register: http://choose.deakin.edu.au/  

¶ Federation University - Hotline: 1800 333 864 

¶ Holmesglen ɀ Hotline: 1300 693 888 

¶ Kangan ɀ Hotline: 13 8233 

¶ La Trobe ɀ Hotline: 1300 135 045; Advisory Day: Tues 13 December (Bundoora 10am-2pm), (Bendigo 11am-2pm). 

¶ Melbourne Polytechnic ɀ Hotline: 9269 1200 

¶ Monash ɀ COP Expo: 3-7pm, Wed 14 December, Building H, Caulɲeld Campus, 900 Dandenong Rd, Caulɲeld East; 
COP Hotline: 1800 MONASH (1800 666 274); see www.study.monash  

¶ RMϥT ɀ Hotline: 9925 2260; Visit ϥnfo Corner, 330 Swanston St, Melbourne (Cnr. La Trobe St); COP Expos: Arts, Design,                
Communication, Justice, ϥnternational & Community Services courses 11am-1pm, 14 Dec; Business courses 3-5pm, 14 
Dec; Science, Engineering & Health courses 11am-1pm, 15 December; http://inspired.rmit.edu.au . 

¶ Swinburne ɀ Hotline: 1300 275 794; COP Expo: 11am-4pm, 14 December (Hawthorn Campus); See:   
www.swinburne.edu.au/choose.  

¶ University of Melbourne  ɀ Hotline: 13 MELB (13 6352), email 13MELB@unimelb.edu.au   

¶ Victoria ɀ Hotline: 1300 VϥC UNϥ (1300 842 864) ; Book appointment: www.vu.edu.au/change; COP Expo: 3.30-6.30pm, 
14  December (Footscray Park) 

¶ William Angliss ɀ Hotline: 1300 ANGLϥSS (1300 264 547) 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjy2qLF99HPAhVN5GMKHUS5BKoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emaxme.com%2Fae%2Fen%2Fcareers&psig=AFQjCNGpUrUo45qCi_cCaZrfhQOwnQRmnQ&ust=1476247155806512
http://choose.deakin.edu.au/
http://choose.deakin.edu.au/
http://choose.deakin.edu.au/
http://www.study.monash
http://inspired.rmit.edu.au
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/choose
mailto:13MELB@unimelb.edu.au
http://www.vu.edu.au/change
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Careers News ContdɎ 
 
University of Melbourne News 
 
¶ Transparency of OϜers and ATARSɅs ς Students wishing to learn more about the distribution of ATARɅs in the          

previous January oϜer round can check out details. See: www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/entry-
requirements/summary-of-undergraduate-oϜers. 

¶ New Science Majors in 2017 ɀ 41 areas of specialisation are now available in the B. Science with the addition of Data 
Science and Environmental Engineering Systems. A data science major gives graduates a deep understanding of how to 
apply statistical and computing principles to working with big data. The other new major focuses on the interactions  
between physical materials and processes, and human and non-human organisms - www.bsc.unimelb.edu.au.  

¶ ϥnternational Student Consultations ɀ Year 12 students can book a consultation at Melbourne to discuss study      
options, applications and support services. When: 2 - 5pm Tuesdays and Wednesdays; Register: 
www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/consultations-yr12. 

¶ Resources for ϥndigenous Students ɀ those applying for Melbourne are eligible for entry and scholarship               
consideration under the Access Melbourne scheme. Also oϜered are the 4-year Bachelor of Arts (Extended) and         
Bachelor of Science (Extended) for ϥndigenous students. Support is available through Murrup Barak, the Melbourne   
ϥnstitute for ϥndigenous Development.  

 

ϥndigenous Students: Think your Way  
Get inspired and build aspirations by checking out this portal, providing information, links and resources and videos of          
Aboriginal and Torres Strait ϥslanders Ʉthinking their wayɅ to achieving educational ambitions. See:  www.thinkyourway.edu.au.  
 

 

What if ϥ do not get a high enough ATAR to get into my desired course? 
 

Many pathways and programs exist to assist in getting to where you want to go. Suggestions: 
 
¶ Complete a Diploma of Tertiary Studies at Monash University in either business, education or nursing (ATAR 50+) OR 

a Diploma of Higher Education (ATAR 65+); ϥndigenous pathways - See: www.study.monash/how-to-apply/indigenous

-student-applications  

¶ Complete a course at Monash College in Art & design, Arts (Human Behaviour or Psychology streams), Business or 

Commerce, Engineering or Science; search Courses on VTAC website  

¶ Complete a course at Deakin College in Commerce, Computing, Engineering, Health Sciences, Management, Media 

and Communication or Science 

¶ Complete a UniLink Diploma at Swinburne (Arts and Communications, Business, Design, Engineering, Health       

Science, ϥT, Science) 

¶ Complete a Diploma at La Trobe Melbourne in Biosciences, Business, Engineering, Health Sciences, ϥT or Mass    

Media Communications  

¶ Complete a Tertiary Preparation Course at RMϥT in engineering or science  

¶ Consider studying a related University course with a lower ATAR; if you do well you MAY be able to transfer to your 

desired course later  

¶ Start with a VET (TAFE) course in a related ɲeld; two years of VET often equals one at University  

¶ Complete a Tertiary Studies Diploma at Melbourne Polytechnic (Preston)  

¶ Complete a Certiɲcate ϥV in Liberal Arts ɀ a pathway into a range of degrees. Swinburne and Victoria Uni have this  

Certiɲcate  

¶ Consider a country/rural Campus. ATARɅs are often lower, usually due to lower demand; most have accommodation 

(apply ASAP)  

¶ For nursing consider ɲrst completing Division 2 at TAFE or a private provider- eg. Box Hill, Chisholm, Federation,   

Goulburn Ovens, Holmesglen, RMϥT or Swinburne 

¶ ACU has certiɲcate/diploma courses that can lead to degrees (through ACUcom) See:  

¶        http://www.acu.edu.au/courses/2014/other_courses/vocational_education_training_vet/ 

¶ Complete a Victoria University Foundations@VU alternative entry to higher education and diploma studies course - 

a 13 week course designed to build academic skills needed for tertiary study. See: www.vu.edu.au/courses/

foundations-at-vu-jyac  

¶ Complete a 2-year Associate Degree ɀ want to study at University but not sure you will meet the entry requirements 

for a bachelorɅs degree? Several Universities oϜer these (eg Deakin, RMϥT).  

http://www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/entry-requirements/summary-of-undergraduate-offers
http://www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/entry-requirements/summary-of-undergraduate-offers
http://www.bsc.unimelb.edu.au
http://www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/consultations-yr12
http://www.thinkyourway.edu.au
http://www.study.monash/how-to-apply/indigenous-student-applications
http://www.study.monash/how-to-apply/indigenous-student-applications
http://www.acu.edu.au/courses/2014/other_courses/vocational_education_training_vet/
http://www.vu.edu.au/courses/foundations-at-vu-jyac
http://www.vu.edu.au/courses/foundations-at-vu-jyac
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Excellence 
 
 

ɄWe  do the best we  
can doɅ   

 
    

 
 
 

Relationships 
 
 

ɄWe  value and respect 
each otherɅ   

 
    

Kurnai Pillars 

 
 
 

Work Ethic 
 
 

ɄWe are committed to 
working hardɅ   

 
    

 
 
 

Engagement 
 
 

ɄWe actively participate 
in our own learningɅ   
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SACs...  

Subject Term 4 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Year 11 Business 

Management 

Marketing    Public  

Relations 

Year 11 English   SAC Language 

Analysis 

 

Year 11 Food    SAC  

Year 11 Health & 

Human Development 

   SAC  

Year 11 Music    SAC SAC 

Year 12 Music   SAC   

Year 11 & 12 Music SAC SAC    

Year 11 Physical Education SAC     

Year 12 Psychology SAC SAC    

Food Technology    SAC  

Take a Break 

We have been taught for a long time with homework and study to keep working hard!  Come on!  Get on with it.  No time to 
stop.  The truth is that frequent breaks are the key to success.  A studying approach that deals in 5-20 minute bursts of study is 
seen by most as the key to best results.   

What we typically do is work and work and get more tired, more distracted and as a result more bored and less                       
productive.  When the ɲnish line is not in view and you are just plodding away it can feel like the remainder of your life will be 
stuck in this book?  And we then make excuses for quitting or are understandably upset when results donɅt go our way in 
tests.  So what do we do instead? 

The tip for unleashing our brain to work at its prime is relaxation and concentration.  Sounds simple and logical but we rarely do 
either of these things.  We are often tired and overworked from school/life, etc. so when we get into study our brains are too 
active to think/recall clearly.  When we do study we also donɅt put much eϜort into Ʉwhat we want to achieveɅ.  Therefore our   
focus and concentration isnɅt what it could be. 

 
The answer to all of this is: 

 
1.     Prepare to study: 

-          What do you want to learn/revise? 

-          How can you separate this into blocks of time (5-20 minutes) 

-          Get your materials out and what you will use to take notes, etc. 

2.     Prepare your brain: 

-      Relax.  ϥf you are not into meditation or yoga then simply take 4-5 deep breaths and DONɅT think about your task or 
what you need to do later, or anything that is related to the past or future.  ϥf you need something to focus on ɀ 
then focus on your breathing going in and out. 

3.     WORK HARD and WϥTH PURPOSE 

-       Set your timer for the 5-20 minutes you think you need and work hard ɀfocused SOLELY on the task you are doing. 

-       Stop 

-      Walk around, stretch, breathe and when you are relaxed again ɀ go again.  You should be able to maintain a HϥGH 
FOCUS and PURPOSEFUL CONCENTRATϥON for longer and your results will astound you. ϥtɅs also far more fun 
studying in 5-20 minute blocks than for 3 hours. 

ϥf you are a student studying for exams.  Take this advice and work through it.  ϥt may make a big diϜerence to how you prepare. 

ϥf you are a parent then please support this approach with your kids as it is a practice that could help them for many years to 
come if they see its beneɲts now. 

For any further advice or tips on how to study best please see David Shields at the school or email at: 
shields.david.p@edumail.vic.gov.au  

mailto:shields.david.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
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VCE External Exams ɀ  
Navigator 2016 
The ɲnal written exams for Year 12 start on 26th October with 

English and EAL at 9.00 a.m. to 12.15 p.m.  All examinations will 

take place in the Green ϥnc. building. 

Students are expected to arrive at the exam at approximately 

8.30 a.m. so checking of dictionaries and stationery can take 

place. 

To access the timetable and the approved materials and    

equipment for VCE written examinations please access 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/exams/index.aspx 

An assembly will be held before the end of term to students. 

Please encourage your son/daughter to access past                

examination papers and examiners reports and practice some 

of the  questions. Teachers will be happy to  assess their     

practice attempts. 

USEFUL WEBSϥTES 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/exams/

index.aspx 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 

www.vtac.edu.au 

 

Accessing VCE Results 
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority requests that schools encourage students to make use of the range of 

options available to access their VCE, VCAL and VET senior secondary results. This will ensure students are able to access their 

results in a timely manner on results release day, Monday 12 December 2016. 

Students can access results through the following options: 

·         SMS service (includes the ATAR) ɀ this ɄpushɅ service is detailed in the VCE Exams Navigator 2016 and requires students to      

register. A small fee ($1.10) is charged for this service 

·         Web-based results service (includes the ATAR) ɀ this ɄpullɅ service experiences high demand between 7.00am and 7.30am   

on results release day, which could cause a slight delay in students accessing their results 

·         Mail ɀ Statement of Results are posted to studentsɅ home addresses 

·       Home school ɀ At their own discretion, schools may also choose to use VASS to print a VCE Result Summary Report for   

each student and make these available at 7.00am on results release day. Schools receive the results on the Sunday prior 

to results release 

·         Digital Delivery Pilot ɀ in 2016 the VCAA is conducting a Digital Delivery Pilot, using direct email to communicate individual 

results to students. Schools can use the attached registration form to record personal email address for each student 

who wishes to participate in the pilot. Participating students will receive an email at 7.00am on results release day con-

taining their ɲnal grades and study score. The VCAA will not use student details obtained through this process for any 

unauthorised        purpose. 

Please see Ms. Cropper (VCE Coordinator) if you are interested in receiving your VCE results via email at 7.00 a.m. on results 

release day. 

16 Tips for Parents in  
Exam Period  
(Extract from The Age) 
 
ʎ Guide, support and encourage your child. 

ʎ Don't nag. 

ʎ Don't tell them they will fail if they don't work harder. 

ʎ Encourage healthy eating, regular exercise and plenty 
of sleep. 

ʎ Take their eϜorts seriously. 

ʎ Create an eϜective work space in the house. 

ʎ Take a whole-family approach to supporting the      
student. 

ʎ Don't overload them with domestic chores. 

ʎ Let them know that you're there when they need you. 

ʎ Encourage them to believe in themselves. 

ʎ Remind them of their goals. 

ʎ Give them positive feedback whenever possible. 

ʎ Remember the VCE is about them, not you. 

ʎ Encourage them to take study breaks when necessary. 

ʎ Help them put the year in perspective. 

ʎ Keep an eye on their emotional health; look for chang-
es in sleeping or eating and see your local doctor if con-
cerned. 

 

Good luck to all our students and their families in the exam 
period. 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/exams/index.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/exams/index.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/pages/vce/exams/index.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
http://www.vtac.edu.au

